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There is a tendency on the part of
Christians not to understand all
components of the Great
Commission (cf. Matt 28:18-20).
No Christian can claim obedience
to the Great Commission until he
has “made disciples” through
proclaiming the Gospel,
“baptized” converts in the Name
of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, and “indoctrinated”
converts in the whole counsel of
God’s Word. It is not to say that
every Christian must accomplish
all components of the Great
Commission in his own personal
ministry. God has given various
gifts, ministries, and offices
among His people. However, it is
certainly the will of God for each
Christian to support actively and
prayerfully that group of
Christians which is wholly
dedicated to this task. There is no

biblical indication of a “streamlined” Commission that consists in merely
preaching a “simple” Gospel and then allowing converts to decide for
themselves “the church of their choice.” Sometimes, of course,
circumstances leave one helpless to do this (such as witnessing on an
airplane when only a short amount of time is available), but it is no excuse
for ignoring the full statement of the Great Commission or forgetting the
ultimate goal as given by our Lord.
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Not only is there a tendency on the part of Christians to be
disobedient toward all components of the Great Commission, but also there
is a tendency on the part of Christians to ignore the truth that Christ and His
apostles gave utmost emphasis upon indoctrination of converts in “the
whole counsel of God’s Word.” For instance, in the New Testament, one
reads that the apostles won converts, baptized them, and organized them
into local churches for the purpose of doctrinal and practical edification and
observance of all biblical commands. Although evangelism and
communicating to a lost person the reality of salvation by grace through faith
in Christ alone are vitally important components of the total responsibility of
the  local church,  the church must  continually remind  herself that  the New

              cont. page 4
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FulFilling the Great
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David Criswell, Ph.D.

Most of us are taught since
childhood the idea that "self
esteem," "self worth," and "self
identity" are everything. Every word
here begins with "self." We are
even told that "love your neighbor
as yourself" means "you must love
yourself first," but is this really what
the Bible teaches, or what the "Me
generation" wants us to believe?
Ephesians 5:29 says that "no one
ever hated himself." It is impossible
to truly hates oneself. Even suicide
is the ultimate act of self pity, not
self hatred. As Dave Hunt once
said, "if we really hated ourselves,
we would be glad when people
hate us or treat us badly." The

commandment of God is to love your
neighbor as much as we instinctively
and irreversably love ourselves. The
trial is in putting other's before
ourselves. Philippians 2:3 says "in
humility let each one of us esteem
others more highly than himself." We
are sinners precisely because we put
ourselves and our own selfish
interest above those of God and
others.

There is a new website up
called "I Am Second." The principle
of the website is to put God first. "I
Am Second," but I say, "I am third."
God, family, and then yourself. We
do not need to worry about forgetting
to care for ourselves, because we
are incapable of that. The question is
of priorities. God wants what is best
for us.

God chose families as His

instrument in raising people and
teaching them how to love. While
sinful humans may pervert and
abuse the institution (through
divorce, adultery, polygamy, or
abuse) there is no better institution
because they are a small group of
individuals whose lives are tied to
one another.

Leo Tolstoy once said,
"desire nothing for yourself; seek not,
be neither anxious or envious. Man's
future and thy own fate must remain
hidden from you; but live so that you
may be prepared for anything." In
other words; although we think we
are masters of our own fate, it is God
who is the ultimate author. We can
choose to go left or right at the fork in
the road, but it is God who lays the
road out for us. He is first, my family
is second, and I am third.

I Am Third
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Cont. from page 1
Testament places emphasis upon
the feeding (teaching) of those
who are already Christians!
Indeed, it may be said that the
indoctrination of converts in the
whole counsel of God’s Word is
the basic New Testament pattern
for world evangelization. Apart
from this emphasis, Christian
evangelism will soon become
ineffective and superficial.

It is important to
understand that deep, tender,
feelings of affection in the
Christian life are not more
important than doctrine. Indeed,
the New Testament never
emphasizes such feelings as
greater than doctrine and truth.
To be very blunt, the greatest
impact of biblical love is upon
obedience to all of God’s Word. In
the Old Testament, love is
inextricably related to covenant
and obedience (Exod 20:6; Deut
7:6-8; 10:12; 11:13, 22; 19:9;
30:19-20; Josh 22:5; 1 Sam 18:1-
3; etc.). In the New Testament,
love is most frequently related to
discipleship and obedience (John
14:15, 21, 23-24; 15:9-10; 1 John
2:4-6; 5:1-3; 2 John 6a; etc.). The
standard of biblical love is
doctrine. As a Christian virtue,
love is more important than faith
and hope (1 Cor 13:13), but it is
not more important than doctrine
and truth. Indeed, true Christian
love cannot increase apart from
an atmosphere of Christian truth.
Of course, liberals have denied
the importance of doctrine and
truth for years, and if Christians
endure this false separation, it will
constitute one of the greatest
victories of Satan against the
church in modern times.
Therefore, it is essential that the
church indoctrinate converts in
the whole counsel of God’s Word
as the basic New Testament
pattern for world evangelization.
Not only will Christian evangelism
become ineffective and superficial
without this emphasis, but a
Christian life that is glorifying and
pleasing to the Lord will also
suffer.

Understanding and applying
the Bible is not an option. Doctrine
without practice is dead, and practice
without doctrine is blind. The
problem with the professing church
(“churchianity”) is not primarily in its
practice, but in its doctrine.
Christians do not know, and many do
not care to know, the doctrines of
Scripture. Doctrine is viewed as
intellectual, and many Christians are
generally anti-intellectual. Doctrine is
regarded as “ivory tower” philosophy,
and most Christians view “ivory
towers” with contempt. However, it is
the “ivory tower” that is the control
tower of a civilization. It is a
fundamental, theoretical sin of the
“practical” Christian to deny that
every practice belongs to some
doctrine.

The relationship between
doctrine and practice is the same as
that between cause and effect. If a
person believes correct doctrine, his
practice will tend to be correct. The
healthy practice/lifestyle of many
contemporary Christians is immoral
because it is the practice of false
doctrines. It is a serious doctrinal
error of so-called “practical” church
members to think that they can
ignore the “ivory towers” of the
philosophers and theologians as
irrelevant to their lives. Every action
that “practical” church members
adopt is governed by the thinking
that has occurred in some ivory
tower. The first duty of the Christian
is to understand sound doctrine  and
thereby implement sound (biblical)
practice. The order of doctrine first,
then practice, is both biblical and
logical. For example, the Book of
Romans first contains eleven
chapters expounding doctrine, and
only the last five discuss practice.
Failure to instruct in sound doctrine
is the reason for misconduct and
cultural impotence of Christians.
Lack of power in the life of the
church is the lack of sound doctrinal
truth. The success and survival of
the church is based upon her
increased acceptance of the Bible as
the sole authority of Truth and the
supreme importance of sound
doctrine, and their logical

implications as the result of
emphasis upon the primacy of the
intellect and recognition of the
necessity for systematic and
logical thinking.
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The church will be
catapulted into the future only as
she is carefully governed and
powerfully driven by the Word of
God. Quite simply, the Word of
God builds the church. It is crucial
to teach the church that God’s
chosen method to bring new life is
to use His Word. God’s method
for building the church determines
the means of discipleship and
evangelism. The Holy Spirit
creates and sustains the church
by the Word of God (2 Kgs 22—
23; Neh 8—9; Isa 55:10-11; Ezek
37:1-14; Matt 4:4; John 1:1, 4, 14;
Acts 19:20; 20:32; Rom 1:16;
10:17; 1 Thess 2:13; Heb 4:12;
Jas 1:18, 21; 1 Pet 1:23, 25). The
church grows quantitatively and
qualitatively through the
proclaiming of the Gospel and the
systematic teaching of God’s
Word. If God’s chosen method for
building and sustaining His
church is replaced with human
thoughts and will, it will inevitably
ensure the eternal futility of such
work. May that not be said of your
life and ministry.

Dr. Bigalke is Pastor of Coastal Bible Chapel (coastalchapel.org); Director of Eternal Ministries
(eternalministries.org); and Associate Professor at Tyndale Theological Seminary (tyndale.edu).
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this by reading the DaVinci Code.
The DaVinci Code mixes history
with pure fiction and leaves the
reader with many false
impressions.  For example, the
reader is led to believe that the
Bibles we have today come from
the Roman emperor Constantine
the Great.  It implies that
Constantine altered the Bibles to
create his own Catholic Church.
Although this sort of rhetoric has
been long promoted by cults such
as the Jehovah's Witnesses, true
Bible scholars know that there are
nearly a hundred Bible fragments
which predate Constantine, many
by hundreds of years.  There is no
complete copy older than
Constantine's day, but there does
not need to be since we could
compile a complete copy from the
existing fragments.  The truth is
that the early Christians were
careful to make sure that the Bible
was not tampered with and the
early Church father Origen even
compiled an early form of "textual
criticism" which compared all the
copies which existed in his day
(and he had access to far more
than we do today).  His work helps
to substantiate that the copies
handed down to us today are
faithful to the originals, as does the
discovery of many ancient texts
including at least one text which
some scholars (admittedly not
many) believe could date the time
of the original manuscipt itself!

As the gospel is
increasingly coming under attack
the media will increasingly use
absrub conspiracy theories like
those promoted in the DaVinci
Code and its sequel to imply that
we do not know what the disciples
of Christ really believed, but one
only has to look to the frivolous
lawsuit filed against Dan Brown
(the author of the DaVinci Code) to
see that his sources were
themselves fraudulent.  I refer to
the author of the "history"  book
"Holy Blood, Holy Grail" who filed a
suit against Dan Brown claiming
plagerism.  What is absurd is that

Judas" is a deliberate fraud which
did not exist until a hundred years
after Judas had died!

As for the allegation that
gnosticism simply became declared
a heresy by some early bishops,
any educated Bible scholar should
be acutely aware of the fact that
the first condemnation of
gnosticism occurs in the book of
Colossians by the apostle Paul
himself.  In 1:19-20 Paul declares,
"For it was the Father’s good
pleasure for all the fulness to dwell
in Him, and through Him to
reconcile all things to Himself,
having made peace through the
blood of His cross; through Him, I
say, whether things on earth or
things in heaven."  This statement
is a direct challenge to the mystical
views of the gnostics who believed
that no man can be "full" of God so
long as he dwells in the flesh.
They spoke of hidden mysteries
which only their sect could reveal
(a forerunner of many later mystery
cults) to which Paul declared that
all mysteries have been revealed
through Christ and revealed to us
in Him and no one else.
Furthermore, in direct contrast to
the gnostic belief that all flesh is
evil, including Jesus' physical body
(they denied that Jesus' death on
the cross provided redemption for
man), Paul declared, "He has now
reconciled you in His fleshly body
through death" (Colossians 1:22).
Note the emphasis on "fleshy."
Gnostic heresy has no roots in the
disciples or in the followers of
Jesus but was an attempt to merge
Christianity with the eastern
mystery and magic cults of ancient
Persia and Babylon.  Some even
speculate that Simon the Magician
of the book of Acts may have been
an early advocate, but he was
condemned by the apostle Peter!

The fact is that the gnostic
rhetoric being pushed so hard by
the media today is little more than
an occult sect which uses the name
of Jesus but rejects everything that
Jesus and His disciples taught.
However, one would never know

�(� ��+� ����$)�		�������

The newest movie based on Dan
Brown’s series of books has
already begun to be advertised.
Like his last book/movie, it relies on
conspiracy theories and the gnostic
gospel.

The media has been
publicly hyping the publication of
the "Gospel of Judas," as well as
promoting the latest Dan Brown
movie.  The first film, the DaVinci
Code, and the Gospel of Judas are
both based on the ancient gnostic
religious cult which idolized not
only Judas but Cain, who murdered
his brother Abel.  In fact, many of
the early gnostics called
themselves "Cainites" after Cain.
According to the Cainites, the God
of the Hebrews is not the same
God as that of Jesus.  They
believed that the God of the
Hebrews is a wicked God and that
Cain's disobedience was a act of
rebellion against an injust God.

Gnostic heresy has existed
from the earliest days and has
been the basis for some of the
most bizarre cults known to man,
including Luciferic cults which
make God and Satan brothers.
The "Gospel of Judas" makes
Judas the most faithful of Jesus'
disciples.  What is interesting is
how the media has tried to spin the
book.  According to the Dallas
Morning News "some religious
views became the accepted norm
while others were declared heresy."
This is obviously a trivializing and
misleading statement designed to
imply that the Bible handed down
to us was merely the product of
politics, public opinion, and luck.  In
fact, the science of textual criticism
has demonstrated beyond a
reasonable doubt that the gospels
found in the Bible are the product
of the actual disciples and eye
witnesses, whereas the "Gospel of

Gnosticism in Popular
Culture
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he claims his book is a history
book, but if it is a history book then
its author cannot claim a copyright
on history!  I am a published
historian.  Could I sue someone
who made a movie out of
Charlemagne?  Of course not!  The
only way that the author could
accuse Dan Brown of plagerism is
if the book is a work of fiction!  In
other words, the author is
inadvertantly admitting that "Holy
Blood, Holy Grail" is more fiction
than history!

Gnosticism is not only a
cult, it is a dangerous cult that has
formed the basis for some of the
bizarre cults in history.  Its
resurgence today is disturbing, as
is its dishonest promotion by the
liberal media.  If you want to know
what Jesus taught and believed,
then there is only one way to know.
It is not through mystery cults, or
conspiracy theories, but through
the writings of those who lived and
worked with Jesus and who stood
by him for years.  Those who were
taught by Jesus would be qualified
to know what he believed, and no
one else.  The writings of these
apostles exist in their original form.
No evidence exist to show
deliberate tampering with the texts
and much evidence exist to show
that we have faithful copies of the
original manuscipts (see by articles
on textual criticism for more).  It is
to the Bible that we must look; not
the writings of conspiracy theorists
who believe that they know more
about what happened two
thousand years ago than those
who were there and eyewitnessed
the events recorded in the
Scriptures.

David Criswell is the author of several books
including the Controversies series
(Controversies in the Book of Revelation,
Controversies in the Prophets, and the
forthcoming Controversies in the
Pentateuch) and Rise and Fall of the Holy
Roman Empire.  He is a Fellow at Louisina
Baptist University. He is also the editor of
the Evangelical Standard.
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Church Mice          by Karl Zorowski
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